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Shalom

I hope that this Winter 

you and your loved ones 
healthy and well and I 

would also like to wish you a 
very Merry Christmas and a 
blessed and Happy New Year 
from all of us here at Christians 
Care International. 

Tis The Season To Spread The 
Love Of God! Yes! Christmas is 

not just a celebration of God’s 
love for us, but it’s also a time 
for us to spread love to each 
other and especially to those 
who are in need. 

Since I stepped into the role 
of leading our ministry and 
God-given mission here at 
CCI, I have witnessed so much 

Jewish communities of the 
Former Soviet Union. I have 
met hundreds and hundreds of 
Holocaust Survivors and elderly 
Jewish people who have lost 
all hope. I have seen families 
ripped apart by poverty and 
despair while their children 

neglect. And, I have witnessed 
thousands of brothers and 

threatening conditions. 

This all sounds and feels so 
hopeless and overwhelming 
when reading this. But, if there 
is one thing that I have learned, 
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meal along with a great big 
loving hug. 

Every time you perform an act 
of love, whether it’s making a 

in a loving way, you begin to 
initiate a change for the good. 
This is absolutely what God 
expects from each and every 
one of us, day in and day out. 

My family, I am really so very 
blessed to have you by my 
side, as we work together in 
this mission that is so near and 
dear to God’s heart. Together, 
we are answering His calling to 

Jewish brothers and sisters 
home to Israel, healthy and 
whole.

May God bless you abundantly 
for your acts of love and 
kindness.

Don Horwitz
CCI Executive Director

it’s that No Good Deed Is Too 
Small And Every Single Act Of 

Matters! God has empowered 
all of us with His love and has 
commanded us to direct and 
give that love to our Jewish 
brothers and sisters in need.

“Beloved, let us love one 
another, for love is from God, 
and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 
Anyone who does not love does 
not know God, because God is 
love.”  1 John 4:7-8

This is about the power of one, 
the power that we all possess 
to love and perform acts of 
love. Sometimes saving a life, 
simply starts with just holding 
the hand of a Holocaust 

from extreme loneliness, and 
then showing that precious 
individual that they are loved 
and cared about. Other times 
it can be providing a simple 
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My dear brothers and sisters, 

All of us here at CCI are so truly blessed that you are part of our loving family and 

requesting that you provide us with your email address if you have one. By doing this, 
we will be able to quickly acknowledge your inquiries and loving gifts via email.  

Please send your email address to admin@christianscare.org and we will update our 
records immediately.

Also, please remember to help keep our ministry development team in the United Kingdom 
safe by using our new PO Box, whenever sending us any correspondence by post.  

Our new mailing address is:

Christians Care International
PO Box 768
York
YO1 0LF 
 
As of June 15th the forwarding from our old address has ceased working. 

Don Horwitz 
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“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am 
your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10

Brothers and sisters, we are being called upon by God to rothers and sisters, we are being called upon by God to 
urgently rescue Holocaust Survivors who continue to urgently rescue Holocaust Survivors who continue to 
suffer while living in life-threatening conditions. When I suffer while living in life-threatening conditions. When I 
walk into the homes of these precious people, the pain walk into the homes of these precious people, the pain 

is so thick that I can feel it in the air. When I enter their room is so thick that I can feel it in the air. When I enter their room 

uncontrollably. Their one and only thought is, “Will this be the uncontrollably. Their one and only thought is, “Will this be the 

 

HUMANITARIAN
CRISIS IN UKRAINE
  BY DON HORWITZ
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executed by gunshot and then 
dumped into the ravine.  
 
Like most Holocaust Survivors in 
Ukraine, Eva has faced a lifetime of 
trauma, antisemitic treatment and 
harsh living conditions. When our 
rescue team recently found her, 
she was all alone and in immense 

threatening breast cancer. This 
beautiful and dear sister needed 
our help immediately.   

Eva was born on February 
23, 1942 in Kiev, Ukraine. 
Just months before her 

birth, her parents were forced 
into hiding when SS and German 
police units began summoning 
Jews to Babi Yar, a ravine just 
outside of the city. It was there at 
the edge of that ravine, where 
many of her parent’s relatives, 
neighbours and friends were 
forced to undress and line up 
side by side. After, they were 

EVA
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Today, because of your love, 
Eva is now in our Senior Care 
Program where she has started 
receiving the life-saving services 
needed to get her cancer under 
control. Let’s take this dear 
sister’s hand and hold her close 
to our hearts as we pray that 
her Chemotherapy treatments 
will work. Together with your 
continued love and prayers, we 
can keep blessing her just as God 
has called upon us to do.
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were only there to provide her 
with our love and care.     
 
When Svetlana was young, she 
lost her beloved father during the 
Holocaust and was forced into 
years of hiding with her mother 
to escape the Nazis who were 
trying to hunt them down. After 

W hen we found Svetlana, 
an 81-year-old 
Holocaust Survivor, she 

and poor health. This sweet sister 
was so afraid to answer the door 
when our rescue team came to 

hours to convince her that we 

SVETLANA
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many close calls, the two survived 
but were severely traumatised 
and scarred for life from their 
experiences. They eventually settled in 
a small city in Ukraine and worked very 
hard to rebuild their fractured lives.   
 
Eventually Svetlana attended 
university where she decided to 
dedicate her life to helping others 
by becoming a hospital nurse. This 
dear sister never married because 

amount of anxiety and depression 

has endured throughout her entire 
lifetime.  
 

from extreme loneliness and a host 

Good News / HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN UKRAINE

I am praying that you will 
continue to work together 
with me in our God-given 
mission of saving and blessing 
our Holocaust Survivors. 
May God bless you for giving 
these precious souls the love 
and attention that they so 
desperately need. 

of medical conditions that need to 
be treated immediately. My family, 
let’s together embrace our sister 
and show her that she will never be 
alone again, while we provide her 
with the medical care and loving 
companionship that she has been 
missing her entire life.
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David took food to his brothers and 
hung around a little too long for their 
liking. They eventually told him to go 
away and get back to his humble job 
tending the sheep. 
 
When we think of David, and his 
eventual rise from shepherd boy to 
king of Israel, we can’t dismiss the 
beautiful way in which God uses all 
people for His glory and purpose. No 
gift, skill, or talent is too small for God. 
Do you believe that? 
 

I t was common in Bible times for 
the youngest son to be given the 
role of shepherd. Each child took 

his turn, eventually passing the baton 
to the next son in line. 
 
Of course, we are most familiar with 
“little David,” one of the Bible’s most 
prominent shepherd boys. His youth 

minding the sheep while his three 
oldest brothers got to serve in King 
Saul’s army. The Bible says young 

NOTHING TOO SMALL
MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT TEAM

Good News / FEATURE
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At Christmas, we sing the classic song 
Little Drummer Boy, about a child 
who felt he had no gift for baby Jesus. 
Instead, he brought the only thing he 
had - a drum - which he played with all 
his heart for the new-born King. 
 
“I have no gift to bring pa rum pa 
pum pum… 
 

pum pum… 
 
I played my drum for Him pa rum pa 
pum pum… 
 
I played my best for Him pa rum pa 
pum pum…” 
 
This timeless children’s chorus 
reminds us that whatever gift we have 
is enough. Nothing is too small for the 
King of Kings. We are invited to “play 
our drums” for Jesus, no matter how 

serving Him with the exact gifts we’ve 
been given by the Father. 

 
Just as the shepherd boy, David, went 
on to defeat Goliath with a sling and a 
stone, and just as the little drummer 
boy played his drum for the new-born 
King, you can use whatever gift you’ve 
been given to serve God with all your 
heart, mind, soul, and strength. And 
in the big scheme of life, it’s often 
the smallest things that matter the 
most. God bless you and keep you 
this Christmas and into the New 
Year. I am grateful to be on this 
journey with you!

 
My friends, your gifts 
matter when it comes to 
loving, serving, and reaching 
our Jewish brothers and 
sisters. Nothing is too small, 

prayer you pray, every act 

every gift of love you give is 
precious in God’s sight.
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When loving parents are always there for their young child, a pattern of healthy When loving parents are always there for their young child, a pattern of healthy 
development begins within that child. For example, if the child has a nightmare, the development begins within that child. For example, if the child has a nightmare, the 
parent is there to provide loving comfort and reassurance. This process over time, leads to parent is there to provide loving comfort and reassurance. This process over time, leads to 

and healthy development works. But, what happens when mum and dad have turned to and healthy development works. But, what happens when mum and dad have turned to 
alcohol and drugs to deaden the pain of living in extreme poverty, deprivation and despair? alcohol and drugs to deaden the pain of living in extreme poverty, deprivation and despair? 

at such a young age? Sadly, the results are most often catastrophic and life-altering.   at such a young age? Sadly, the results are most often catastrophic and life-altering.   

“Whoever receives a little child like this in my name 
receives me.” Matthew 18:5

SAVING & BLESSING  
THE LOST CHILDREN
OF ISRAEL
 BY DON HORWITZ BY DON HORWITZ 
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informed us that he had been placed in 
a special boarding school for disabled 
children. This immediately raised a 

such as these, are most often places to 
hide children with disabilities from the 
public. 

I n July, our rescue team for our life-
saving Kalaniot Children’s Home were 
informed of two siblings who were 

living in life-threatening conditions and in 
immediate need of being rescued. Living in 
the home were Aaron, who was diagnosed 
with mild Cerebral Palsy, his younger sister 
Natella, and their mother and stepfather.  
Without hesitation, we moved into action 
and set up an emergency site visit to check 
on this dangerous situation.  

When our rescue team entered their 

a horror movie. The living conditions 

be found anywhere. Natella appeared 
to be malnourished and looked as if 
she had not been bathed for weeks and 
when we couldn’t locate Aaron, Mum 

AARON AND NATELLA
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After speaking extensively with the 

to take Natella to live in our Kalaniot 
home. Our next mission was to urgently 

rescue him from what was most likely a 
repressive and dangerous situation.  
 

Aaron and after completing the 
necessary paperwork, we were given 
permission to become his temporary 
guardian. My family, you should have 
seen the look on the faces of these 

reunited! It was just so touching to see 
them run into each other’s arms and 
hold each other tightly while crying. 
Thank God, they are now safe while living 
together under our loving care. 

Aaron and Natella will 
have a very long road 
ahead of them in their 
process of healing from 
the extreme trauma 
that they have both 

working extensively 
with the children, our 
therapists found out that 
Natella was being badly 
abused by her stepfather 
and Aaron had been 

himself while living in the 
institution. 

I am praying that you 
will join me in wrapping 
your loving arms around 
these two sweeties and 
letting them know that 
they will be loved and 
cared for every single 
day. Together, with your 
support, we can raise 
Aaron and Natella up and 
eventually bring them 
home to Israel, healthy 
and whole. 

May God bless you for 
helping us to bless and 
save the Lost Children Of 
Israel. 

Good News Update / 14



WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
BY DON HORWITZ 

““I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along
unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into
light before them and make the rough places smooth.
These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them.” Isaiah 42:16

In the Former Soviet Union, children with special needs 
are often cast away and hidden from the public. They 

become one of the over 600,000 warehoused children 
living in inhumane institutions. 
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and provide them with specialised 
services so that they can not only rise 
up as individuals, but also rise up to the 
Holy Land!

Our innovative new centre will 

services to children with Autism, 
learning disabilities, ADHD and 
Cerebral Palsy. Our centre’s director 
is Victoria Shinskaya who has over 
20 years of experience working with 
special needs children. Victoria and 

speech pathologists, therapists and 
psychologists will provide a loving and 
caring environment for the children 
to grow and learn in. What a blessing 
it is that we can save these wonderful 
children who previously had no hope 
for a healthy future! Amen!

G od is calling upon us to save 
The Lost Children Of Israel, 
and we are answering that 
calling with the January 

opening of our brand new Centre For 
Jewish Children With Special Needs! 
Together we will rescue these beautiful 
children out of the shadows of society 

CENTRE FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

VICTORIA SHINSKAYA

Good News Update / 16



 
My family, I want you to 
know, that it’s only because 
of your love and dedication 
to our God-given mission 
that we are able to bless 
and save these precious 
and Lost Children Of Israel. 
I am praying that you will 
continue to pray for and 
support our life-saving 
Children’s Programs. May 
God bless you abundantly 
for answering His calling 
to bless and bring our 

and sisters home to Israel, 
healthy and whole.
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Say hello to Sasha! Sasha is in the 8th 
grade in our Mitzvah School and is also 
a mentor in our Kadima Youth Aliyah 
Program. I have to say that everyone 
really likes Sasha a lot because she has so 
much positive energy! Sasha is also very 
popular around our community because 
her artwork is displayed throughout our 

art exhibitions. Believe it or not, Sasha’s 
dream is to one day pilot an airplane 
because she thinks that life should never 
stand still in one place!  

L            ucya has lived in our Kalaniot ucya has lived in our Kalaniot 
Children’s Home since her Children’s Home since her 
mother sadly passed away mother sadly passed away 

many years ago. She continues to many years ago. She continues to 
work very hard with our therapeutic work very hard with our therapeutic 
team and is making great progress team and is making great progress 
every day on overcoming the intense every day on overcoming the intense 

 
 
Lucya is extremely creative and has a Lucya is extremely creative and has a 
great love for photography! She has great love for photography! She has 
been helping us take pictures in our been helping us take pictures in our 
Kadima Youth Aliyah Program where Kadima Youth Aliyah Program where 
she is studying for her future life in she is studying for her future life in 
Israel! Let’s continue to support this Israel! Let’s continue to support this 

to introduce you to the children and to introduce you to the children and 
adults who are in our life-saving adults who are in our life-saving 
programmes! programmes! 

Lucya’s Corner

Lucya
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Meet Serge! Serge is 14-years-old and 
is also in the 8th grade at Mitzvah. He 
wants you to know that his favourite 
two foods are fried potatoes and pea 
soup! Yum! Serge is an absolutely 
amazing photographer and often helps 
with photographing local events in our 
community. He is also a very serious 

student and loves his classes in Chemistry, 
Algebra and Geometry! Serge would love 
to one day visit Holland so that he could 

colourful tulips!  
 

Let’s give Lucya a big thank you and a Let’s give Lucya a big thank you and a 

pat on the back for doing such a great pat on the back for doing such a great 

job on her photography and articles! She job on her photography and articles! She 

has really loved receiving your letters of has really loved receiving your letters of 

love and encouragement that you have love and encouragement that you have 

been sending into her. What a blessing it been sending into her. What a blessing it 

is for us to be able to hold these precious is for us to be able to hold these precious 

children in our loving arms as we children in our loving arms as we 

together heal them and then bring them together heal them and then bring them 

home to Israel, healthy and whole! Amen!home to Israel, healthy and whole! Amen!
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BECAUSE OF
YOUR LOVE
 BY DON HORWITZ 

 
Because of your gifts 
of love and prayers, 
Olivia received 
her Chemotherapy 
treatments and is now 
cancer free and growing 
beautifully!

I n 2019, Olivia, who is a student 
in our Mitzvah schooling 
program, began to not feel 

well. She was tired and had 
little to no energy. Her parents 
immediately brought her to the 
doctor who ran tests. The results 
came back with news that no 
parent would ever want to hear. 
Their baby was suffering from 
Acute Leukaemia.  
 

“I will make you into a great 
nation, and I will bless you;
I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless 
you…”  Genesis 12:2-3
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Good News / BECAUSE OF YOUR LOVE

Z ina who was living isolated 
and alone was recently 
admitted to the hospital  

in a semi-conscious state after 

diagnosed her with Chronic 
Artery Disease and prescribed an 
intensive treatment plan.  
 

 
Because of your love, 
Zina is now receiving 
comprehensive in-home 
medical care, medications, 
supplies and the loving 
companionship that she so 
desperately needs. 
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Because of your 
love, Yarislov 
is now living 
in Jerusalem 
while he serves 
in the IDF! He 
absolutely loves 
his new home!   

Y arislov was brought 
into our life-saving 
Kalaniot Children’s 
Home after our 

rescue team found him living 
in unsafe conditions while 

and neglect. This poor child was 
so severely traumatised, that he 
was not able to sleep at night 
due to the night terrors that 

after years of intensive therapy, 
Yarislov began to rise up and 
heal with the help of our loving 
psychologists. Not only did this 
young man excel in his studies, 
but he was also able to make 
Aliyah and begin his new life in 
Israel.   
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Because of your love, 
our team has found their 
missing documents and 
has helped this couple 
make Aliyah to Ashdod, 
Israel!

Good News / BECAUSE OF YOUR LOVE

A
lex and Oksana are 
deeply in love and 
have been married for 
years. Because of the 

economic downfall in Ukraine, 
Alex lost his job and has been 

day the couple was at the home of 
Alex’s uncle, and he said to them, 
“why not move to Israel?” Alex said 
because I am not Jewish! And the 
uncle said, Yes You Are! As it turns 
out Alex’s mother hid his Jewish 
roots from him because of the 
immense amount of antisemitism 
she faced in Ukraine. 

 
May God bless you 
abundantly for helping 
us to bless Israel and our 

and sisters.
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T here weren’t many toys to 
play with at my Grandma 
Helen’s house, apart 
from a Chinese Checkers 

game and a few hollowed-out 
Pringles cans through which we 
could shoot marbles. Instead, 
my cousins and I spent our time 

the cellar roof (much to our 
grandma’s chagrin), and learning 
to make homemade chicken and 
noodles - still a family favourite. 
 
At Christmas, we helped put up 
her 70s-style tinsel tree and turn 
on the plastic colour wheel that 

blue, yellow, red, and green. That 
imagery is still planted deeply in my 
mind as I gazed at that colour wheel 
for hours on end. 
 
Every Christmas Eve, dozens of 
family members would gather in 
Grandma’s tiny 2-bedroom house 
to watch her open gifts. Never once 
did we expect a gift from her - after 
all, there were 28 grandchildren! 
 
Instead, the most precious gift 
Grandma gave to each of us was 
the gift of these words: “Take it to 
Jesus.” 
 

TAKE IT TO JESUS
Good News /  FEATURE
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Throughout my childhood and 
adolescent years, which included 
bullies at school, struggles in Algebra, 
and disappointments over not being 
picked for the team, my grandma’s 
words were always the same… “Take it 
to Jesus.” 
 
And as I grew into adulthood, her 
words became a companion through 
long nights of walking the halls with 

and trying to be everything that 
everyone needed ALL of the time. 
 
“Take it to Jesus” has helped me turn 
worry into prayer, fear into courage, 
and problems in to solutions. And 
though it may seem trite, the practical 
and Spiritual blessings of truly taking 
everything to Jesus has transformed 
my life. 
 
In the practical sense, it has meant 
taking every thought, care, and 

Spiritual sense, it has meant full 
surrender to God and full reliance on 
the power of the Holy Spirit instead of 
my own strength. 
 
In our mission to love and serve 
our Jewish brothers and sisters in 

love, compassion, and grace we need. 
Without Him, we grow weary, fall into 
discouragement, and lose hope that 
real change can happen. 
 

My friends, wherever you are in 
the world and whatever situation 
you’re in, I encourage you to take it 
to Jesus. Yes, He already knows all 
about it, but He also wants to hear 
from you. As He said in Matthew 
11:28, “Come to me, all who labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” 

 

This Christmas, as you 
spend time with loved 
ones and celebrate your 
own family traditions, 
remember the greatest 
gift ever given. And as 

know that He knows 
you, He loves you and He 
hears you. 
 
Merry Christmas
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Say hello to Elena who is our therapeutic 
arts teacher in our Mitzvah Schooling 
Program. Elena has specialised training 
in helping abused and neglected 
children overcome the trauma that they 

creativity as a therapeutic tool. Her 
students absolutely love spending time 
with her, because she makes them feel 
so special and loved. What a blessing it 
is to have such a loving and wonderful 
teacher like this in our school! 

Good News / BEHIND THE SCENES

ELENA

BEHIND THE SCENES 
 BY DON HORWITZ
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When Diana entered our Mitzvah Schooling 
Program last year, teachers immediately 
noticed that she had trouble making eye 

that she was especially withdrawn around 
the other students in her classes.

Our psychologists decided that
art therapy would be a great start for Diana 
because she had an interest in learning how 
to sew and make clothing. Our team knew 
exactly who to turn to and immediately set 
Diana up to work with Elena.  

began to express her feelings to Elena 
about the traumatising events that she had 

visited the class to observe, she was 
amazed to see Diana laughing and 
interacting with Elena openly. Wow!

With each new assignment, Diana is 

she excels in her work. Even during her 
free time, Diana can be found heading 
towards Elena’s classroom where the 
two often share positive time together!  

DIANA
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I would like to introduce you to Alina 
who is our new Speech Pathologist here 
at Mitzvah. Alina has been specially 
trained in helping children to be able to 

Good News / BEHIND THE SCENES

ALINA speak and express themselves after 
experiencing traumatic events in 
their lives. 

This dynamic therapist is full of 
energy and the children that she 
works with absolutely love her!
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Nastya is 8 years old and is in the 3rd 
grade here at Mitzvah. This sweet 
child was having trouble speaking, 
concentrating, and understanding her 
school tasks. After she was referred 
to our psychological department for 
assessment, it was determined that 
Nastya was deeply traumatised by her 
father leaving her at a very early age and 
also from the fact that her mother was 
never around because she needed to 
work 14 hours a day to support them. 

Nastya’s grandmother reluctantly 
became her caregiver while her 
mother was at work. She really had 
no interest in spending time with her 
granddaughter and views feeding 
Nastya and doing her laundry as her 
only responsibilities towards her. 
This is just heart-breaking for Nastya 

NASTYA because she wants to feel loved and 
cared for.  

After Nastya began working with 
Alina, we began to see an immediate 
improvement in this sweet child. 
She began to retain information and 
complete her tasks in a timely manner, 
but most of all we are thrilled to see 
Nastya beginning to smile and act like a 
child again! Alina is really bringing out this 
sweetheart’s personality and potential!
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For our loving family of Christians 
who are so very dedicated 
to answering His calling to 

brothers and sisters. We give thanks 
for our family’s prayers, loving gifts 
and their warmth and care towards 
all of the Holocaust Survivors, elderly 
Jewish people, individuals, children and 
families who are under our care. 

F or blessing us with the opening 
of our new Special Needs Centre 
that will care for Jewish children 

who have been diagnosed with Autism, 
learning disabilities, ADHD and Cerebral 
Palsy.  We give thanks for His trust in us 
to care for and rehabilitate His children 
who have been so sadly cast out by 
society and labelled as damaged.   

F or providing us with our loving 

tirelessly go from home-to-home 
searching and caring for those who 
are living in life-threatening conditions. 
We give thanks for their bravery and 
commitment in working in this mission 
that is so near and dear to God’s heart 
as we together raise up our brothers 
and sisters and then bring them home 
to Israel, healthy and whole. 

We Give Thanks to God For:

Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the 
east and gather you from the west. I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 

and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth.  (Isaiah 43:5-6)
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Our sister Eva, 
who we found all alone and in pain while suffering 
from breast cancer. Please pray that this dear sister’s 
treatments will bring her to healing and that she will 
rise up under our care after suffering from a lifetime of 

Young Aaron and Natella, 
abusive environments. Please pray that these two 
sweet and darling children will rise up under our care 
as we rehabilitate them from the abuse and severe 

young lives   

Heal me, LORD, and I will be healed; save me and I will be saved,
for you are the one I praise. (Jeremiah 17:14)

Please Pray For:

That our little dear Olivia,  
continues to be cancer free after receiving the life-
saving cancer treatments that we together provided 
her with. Please also pray that this little angel 
continues to heal and be able to attend school and 
experience all of the other normal activities that are 
so important in the development of a child.  
 
What a blessing this is, for us to be able to work 
together as God’s hands and feet as we spread 
Gospel through action and answer God’s calling 
to gather, bless and bring His lost children home. 
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